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For two months this summer, ACA accepted an intern, university student, Ms. Alissa
Mizugami who was grown up in France. She played big roles in translation and interpretation
with her mastery of Japanese, English, and Spanish languages.
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University of Toulouse Alissa Mizugami

I've done my university internship at Ashiya Cosmopolitan Association in July
and August this summer. | have learned a lot about Japanese culture and
Ashiya: | have been a part of the Montebello Exchange Program, supporting
the Student Ambassadors, helping them understand the Japanese environ-

'-; ment and meeting people with diverse backgrounds. Exploring Japan along-

side with them has been an absolutely unique and amazing adventure.

| am grateful for all the support and opportunities | have been given during
these two months by ACA, and | would like to thank all the people working
there every day to make of Ashiya a more cosmopolitan, friendly, welcoming,
accessible place to live not only for local of all ages, but also for newcomers
and non-Japanese speakers. Thanks to this experience, | now have a better

understanding of the Japanese society and | feel like | could work in Japan after |
graduate.

2018 Student Ambassador Shinnosuke Yagi

From June 18 to 23, | was able to participate in the Global Round of WSC
(World Scholar’s Cup) held in Malaysia. This is an academic competition in
English, and | took part in it with my teammates: Toshiaki Tachibana from
Koyo Gakuin High School, and Ryusei Hanashima, this year's HA.

This competition is competed with the sum of teams’ score in four events:
Team Debate, Collaborative Writing, Scholar's Challenge, and Scholar's
Bowl. Teams in top 30% are qualified to join ToC (Tournament of Champi-
ons), which is held in Yale University in November. Fortunately, our team
was able to advance to ToC.

During the term of this competition, there were also culture fair, dance
party, and talent shows. | got along with people from all over the world
through them.

| was impressed by the skills of foreigners to express their ideas in English.
Especially | felt that competitors from South East Asia were so very
capable to prove themselves in English. Our team was able to make a good
fight in quizzes and exams, but we realized that we have more things to do
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2018 Host Ambassador
Ryusei Hanashima

| participated in this program as a representative of Hyogo prefecture from July 31st
to August 7th. Hyogo and Khabarovsk have been interacting with stork protection for
nearly 50 years. On the first day, | went to a courtesy visit to the Ministry of Education
and Science Ministry of Youth Policy, local government of Khabarovsk. As | listened
to the story of the people of the government, my expectations about Russian lifestyle
changed became even stronger and | was deeply moved by the fact that | was able to
participate in the exchange which lasts nearly 50 years, and | also braced myself.
After the second day, we stayed in the same room with Russia teenagers at the youth
accommodation training facility. | thought that People in Russia are serious and cool,
but they were very bright and aggressive, and all my prejudice were broken by them-
selves. The surroundings of this facility have been made to feel the difference
between Japan and Russia on a vast land with abundant nature. We went to the Amur
River, observing the Siberian Railroad, and various places such as Russian Orthodox.
| felt that sight seeing is my treasure. Through this program, | once again realized that
people can communicate with each other even if their nationalities and languages are
different. It was a truly precious experience for me.

in terms of output, such as debate and writing.
I'll put my experience as SA this summer to ToC and do our best!!
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Joined in the North East Asia Youth Leaders Forum 2018
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2014 Student Ambassador, International program committee
Naoshi Yamazaki

| was allowed to participate in the North East Asia Youth Leaders Forum 2018.
This forum was executed for the purpose of fostering future leaders through
discussion process sponsored by the coalition of the North East autonomous
communities. Participants from 5 nations including Japan who belonged to the
North East Asia region assembled in the Andong University located in Pohang city,
Korea. 7 teams thought well out their business plan respectively through full 6
days and staged a presentation on the final day. We talked hard every day toward
the day of presentation while we did a precise preparation over the midnight the
day before.

Accordingly, we got the third prize and | could become friends with many
colleagues from various countries. However, in the first day | hardly caught up with
fellows in the discussion because of my poor English ability. | felt quite frustrating
since | could have expressed more easily in my native tongue, Japanese. | felt
bitter and helpless. Through this forum, | noticed a sense of fulfilment and of
chagrin at once. This lesson became an important step in my future. If | could join
in again, | wish to enjoy only contentment, no more chagrin at all.



